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WILLIAM PITT. 
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T is a maxim with all great 


never to adopt a plan, without at 


leaſt endeavouring to diſcover what 


will be the probable effects of it. 


This rule, as applied to a financier, 


is peculiarly juſt. The great ob- 


ject with him is, to raiſe money; 


and if the means propoſed are un- 


equal or inadequate to the ends 
Az inen 


ſtateſmen and able politicians, 
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intended, his own character, as a 


man of prudence, muſt be im- 
peached if he perſeveres. To 
every good ſubject it will natu- 
rally occur, that the government 
he lives under muſt be ſupported; 
and if the exigencies of the ſtate 


require it, he will cheerfully con- 


tribute whatever is neceſſary, if 


he is able. 


In railing a revenue from the 


impoſition of taxes, it ſhould be 


the ſtudy of every miniſter, to do 


it with as little inconvenience as 


poſſible to thoſe who are to bear 


it: and whether the duty is to be 


laid on chimney- ſweepers or law- 


yers, 
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yers, on bakers or publicans, it 
ſhould be done with prudence and 
moderation: there ſhould, at leaſt, 
be an appearance of juſtice in it. 

I am led into a chain of reaſon- 
ing and reflection upon this ſub- 
ject, from the intended tax upon 


attornies and ſolicitors, proctors, 


and clerks in court. 
If it be the object of the mini- 


ſter to raiſe a revenue from them, 


which is the purpoſe avowed, I 


will not ſcruple to aſſert, that the 


preſent plan will be deſtructive of 
the ends propoſed; and, if carried 


into execution, will more effec- 
tually injure and leſſen the reve- 
nue, 
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nue, than the projector had any 


idea or, conception of. 
If it be done with the view of 


leſſening the number of thoſe gen- 


tlemen, the miniſter would do 
well, and act more liberally, if he 
ſtood forth and ſaid ſo. But if 
finance be his only object, it ne- 


ceſſarily becomes him to reflect 


upon the conſequences, before he 


carries his ſcheme into execu- 


tion, . 
If a man pulls down the dam 
of an immenſe lake, it will be no 


apology or excuſe to the country 


he has drowned, to ſay he did not 


mean it; for he ought to have 
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LY 
ſeen the miſchief that would in- 
evitably follow ſuch an imprudent 
meaſure. Had the perſons, who 
raiſed the flames in America, ſeen 
that it would have ended in the 


diſmemberment of the empire, 


and perhaps in its total ruin, they 


would not have rejoiced in the 


reſiſtance of America; but they 


muſt and would have ſaid, as your 


father declared, That if America 


did fall, ſhe would fall like the 


ſtrong man, and pull down with 
her the pillars of the conſtitution. 
Indeed he might have added, If 


ſhe proved ſucceſsful, the ſame 


cnd would be anſwered : for her 


ſucceſs 
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ſucceſs has ſhaken the Britiſh em 


pire to its very foundation; and 


the enormous ſums of money ſpent 


upon that war, have tortured the 


imaginations of the beſt and wiſeſt 
amongſt us, to provide a fund to 
keep down the intereſt. 

The equity and Juſtice of every 
tax, are the ſtriking features which 
point out and diſtinguiſh the wiſ- 
dom and policy of it. | 

How far the plan for taxing at- 


tornies and ſolicitors, proctors, and 


clerks in court, will bear an exa- 


mination, will be beſt known, 
when the ſame comes to be laid 
before the public. I have ſeen a 
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rude ſketch of it, which I mean 
to examine with freedom, and I 
will do it with decency. 
If the ſcheme, inſtead of raiſing 


a revenue, ſhould operate as a ſuſ- 


penſion of all law and juſtice, will 
the miniſter ſtill perſiſt in his 
plan? Will he tell us he has 
adopted the ſyſtem, and the un- 
popularity of the meaſure ſhall 
never deter him from carrying it 


into effect? I think too highly and 
honourably of the miniſter to en- 
tertain ſo unbecoming an opinion 
of him: nor will I believe that he 


will wilfully do an injuſtice to 


any particular body of men. Whe- 
- i ther 
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ther the effect to be produced by ".Þ 


the tax upon attornies and ſolici- 


; tors, proctors, and clerks i in court, ; 
will operate oppreſlively, will be E- 
beſt diſcovered when the plan 1 
comes to be ſcrutinized. As I 
mean to appeal to his juſtice, | 
truth ſhall mark every line of my 
obſervations. 755 

By the intended bill, a tax of 


5 2 fer annum is to be laid upon 
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all attornies and ſolicitors, &c. 
&c. within a given diſtrict of the 
capital, and 3 J. per annum upon 
thoſe who live out of it. To ſhew „ 
the injuſtice of this part of the 
tax, let it ſuffice to remark, that 
[] 9 . 
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1 in this town there are many hun- 
dreds who do not get any thing 
like one hundred a year; and an 
immenſe number who do not get 
150 J. 200 J. or 300 J. a year, and 
have beſides wives and families to 
ſupport and bring up. Are theſe 
perſons proper objects of taxation 
ber capita? If they are, or if Mr. 
Pitt can think ſo, he muſt be 
1 confoundedly driven for ſchemes 
to raiſe a revenue. 
Every honeſt man in the pro- 
feſſion knows, and will publicly 
declare, that very few attornies or 
ſolicitors get fortunes in this age. 
I declare, upon my honour, I do 
| not believe there are thirty in 
if = WY London 
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London who get one thouſand a 
year; and the far greater part of 


them can ſcarce keep their heads 

above water. If Mr. Pitt will ſend 

Mr. Watſon to examine the dif- 
ferent gaols in this town, he will! 
be able to give him a melancholy 
detail of the multitude of poor 
wretches of the profeſſion, periſh- 
ing for want of the common ne- 


ceſſaries of life. Are ſuch poor 
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devils the proper objects of fi- 
nance? Moſt ſurely not, for they 
will not be able to pay the duty, | 
And what then? Why they are : 1 
to be incapacitated from acting 
as attornies and ſolicitors - and if 


they 
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". they cannot get their bread in the | | 
profeſſion they have been brought _ ] 
, up to, they muſt be ſtarved. i ö 
If the means of living are taken i 
from them, and more diſhonour- | 
: : aꝛůble purſuits and engagements en- ( 


groſs their attention for ſubſiſt- 
ence; if, from the ſeverities and 
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oppreſſion of this intended law, 
they ſhould be tempted, in oppo- 
ſition to the dictates of conſcience 


and their own inclination, to rob 


for their exiſtence, they can ſafely 
fay, © Their poverty, and not their 
will, conſented.” They may as well ; 


be hanged as ſtarved : and the mi- 4 
niſter who * ach a ſyſtem of 
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finance, 
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finance, would act more generouſ- 
ly by the profeſſors of the law, and 
more conſiſtent with himſelf, when 
he brings in ſuch a bill as is pro- | 
poſed, at the ſame time to bring 
in another to hang all attornies, 
ſolicitors, proctors, clerks in court, 
&c. &c. who cannot pay the taxes. 
There would be ſomething truly 
noble and generous in ſuch a plan, 
Does the miniſter know, that 
throughout the whole kingdom | 
there is no body of men ſo hea- 
vily taxed as attornies and ſoli- 
citors? At the moment of a per- 
ſon's becoming clerk, his articles 
are taxed with a ſtamp ; : the exe- 
cution 
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cution of them is ſworn to upon 


ſtamps ; a duty is paid upon the 
conſideration; and when he has 
finiſhed his ſervice of five years, he 
muſt make oath upon ſtamp that 


he has ſerved his clerkſhip; and 


when admitted, his admiſſion is 


ingroſſed upon an 81. ſtamp: if 


- * 0 : ; * 
he reſides in London, and is en- 


tered of any of the great inns of 


court, he is obliged to pay a duty 
upon ſuch admiſſion of 87. or 1010. 
Every article he makes uſe of in 
his profeſſion is ſtamped; and pa- 
per and parchment have a duty 
impoſed upon them beſides: yet, 


notwithſtanding this, it is mo- 


deſtly 
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deſtly propoſed, that every ſolici- 
tor and attorney, &c. who ſhall. 
commence and proſecute or de- 
fend any ſuit or action in law or 
equity, ſhall have a warrant in 
writing, ſigned by the party, 


rer. defendant; pom 3 


26. 6d. ſtamp, to be paid by the 
attorney or ſolicitor who ſhall 
be thus employed - and ſuch at- 


torney or ſolicitor ſhall pay the 


ſame out of his own pocket.—By 
all that is good, I never ſaw any 
thing ſo tyrannical and unjuſt in 
my life ; it is too abſurd for any 
man to credit : and yet this is the 
plan for raiſing a revenue. The 

1 ingenious 
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ingenious projector of it ſhould 
have whiſpered one ſerious uncon- 
trovertible truth into Mr. Pitt's 
__ ear—that the more ſuits, actions, 
litigations, and proſecutions there 
are, the more the revenue will be 
increaſed. Tt is not the taxing 
and diſcouraging of attornies and 
ſolicitors, proctors, and clerks in 
court, &c. &c. that will raiſe a 
revenue: he muſt be a wretched 
financier indeed, who does not 
ſee through the folly and abſurdity 
of ſuch a ſyſtem. But if it were 
even poſſible to raiſe a revenue 
equal to the wiſhes of the mini- 
ſter, by the adoption of the pre- 
CG: ſent 


„ 
ſent plan, does it not occur to 
him that there i is a manifeſt injuſ⸗ 
tice in it? 

My neighbour has been rob- 
bed ; he aſks my aſſiſtance to pro- 
cure him redreſs, and puniſh .the 
thief. I agree to do it ; for which 
purpoſe I muſt have an authority 
upon ſtamps 3 and, . becauſe I am 
his attorney, I muſt pay the duty 
out of my own pocket. Would 
not a baker, a chimney-ſweeper, 
A publican, or any other perſon, 
think it very hard, if he was to 
find you bread, {weep your chim- 
ney, or provide you wich a draught 
of 408 porter, if he was to pay 
24. 
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2d. for every loaf he ſold, 1 d. for 
every chimney he ſwept, and a 
halfpenny for every pint. of porter 
he procured you? Let ſuch atax be 
laid onthe baker, chimney-ſweep- 
er, and publican; ; and puniſh the 
party with a penalty of 50/. for 
taking, direaly or indireQly, the 
money impoſed upon him by go- 
vernment ; and then ſee whether 
there will not- be a terrible. outcry 
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againſt ſuch : a | ſyſtem « of taxation: 
There would be no hot rolls and 
butter in July; . the, chimneys 


would Rink. e enough. to poiſon the 
Devil; and the, miniſter h himſelf, if 
his tongue was as parch edas Dives“ 8, 
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might call to eternity upon father . 


Abraham for a pint of porter, be- 
fore he would be able to get it. 
But, independent of every idea 


of oppreſſion upon the ſolicitors 


TT. 
1 


and attornies, proctors, and clerks „ 
in court, who, as members of the 


community, have as much right to 
be protection of government as 
| 5 BEE any other body of men,—T will 
not ſcruple to aſſert, that the 
plan i 18 impracticable; and will be 
55 bo, when it is 760 late. by or 
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"ed to e hey the cauſe of aich in EY 
his. wartant, which he calls upon f 
lis attorney to defend: this can 
6 not 
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not be known till the plaintiff 


declares; and I appeal to every 


lawyer in Weſtminſter Hall, if 
what is here aſſerted is not true? 


Beſides, even in the caſe of 4 


plaintiff who commences the ſuit; 


it cannot in : all caſes be mne 
country, and are not cnverfant in 
actions, this will be impracticable; 8 
for, without any refleckion, they ard 
frequently not able to determine: 

The- profits of at's attorney of 
ſolicitor, prodtor, or clerk in court, 


Kc. may Rave been very highly 


painted to the miniſter. But if the 


: projectors of the tax had not been 


L groſsly 


licitor, proctor, clerk in court, &c. 
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groſsly or wilfully ignorant in that 
particular, they would have told 


him, as the truth is, that for the 
warrant to proſecute, ot defend 
an action, he is only allowed 
I'S. and ..3.5...4d. for his at- 


tendance; from which. he is now 


called upon to pay a duty of 25. 6d. 
gut of his on pocket: and for no 
other reaſon than that he may. be 


| 4 . 


benefited in the courſe of. the 


cauſe; . not recolleQing, that where 


one action arrives at the age of ma- 


turity, one hundred die in their 
infancy.: ſo that, .acgording . to 


the preſent plan, an attorney, ſo- 


& c. 
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&c. is to pay 51 or 31. a year, as 


the caſe may be, for liberty to 


ſupport the honeſt claims of his 
neighbour againſt thoſe who op- 


preſs him; or to proſecute the juſt 
rights of a poor man, who has every 


thing but money in his pocket : 


and for this heroic a& of virtue 


in the attorney and ſolicitor, he 


is to be ſaddled with a 25. 6d. 


ſtamp out of his own pocket. 
Suppoſing an attorney to ſue out 
five hundred writs in a year, he is 


for that reaſon to pay out of his 


own pocket 521. 10s. and if he 


is modeſt enough to aſk the men, 
who employed him in their buſi- 


neſs, 


ca. 
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E 
neſs, to re- pay that money to him, 
he is by this law to be puniſhed 
with the utmoſt N for his 


impudence. 
If the author of this bill meant 


to pay the profeſſion the compli- 
ment of conſidering them as ſo 
many good Samaritans, pouring oil 
into the wounds of the oppreſſed 
ſuitors of the court, the attornies 
and ſolicitors are highly obliged to 
him for the compliment: but the 
truth is, that their cruiſes are not 
like the widow's; and though 
their hearts bleed at what they fre- 
quently ſee, they are, like the Le- 
vite, obliged to paſs by on the other 


ſide. If they want a little oil to 
| trim 


1 
trim their owh lamp with, before 
they can raiſe a ſupply, they are 
obliged to deliver their bills in 
writing, with their names ſub⸗ 
ſcribed to them; and to wait a 
month. before they can jogg the 


2 memory of their clients, who, if 


not members of parliament, may 


be gone to Old Harry in the mean 


time, 
There is no trade or profeſſion 
in the kingdom that labours un- 


der ſuch an inconvenience as at- 


torneys and ſolicitors. Counſel- 


lors make no bad debts; tis all 


a ready-money trade with them. 
The buſineſs and the fee are like 
* meat 
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meat and drink found and pro- ES 
vided for them; and thoſe who 
are now in parliament would do 
well to remember, that the mo- 
ment the poor attornies and ſoli- 
citors are driven out of Weſtmin- 
ſter Hall, the miniſter may let it 
out for a barn to the firſt over- 
grown farmer in the kingdom, 
who may have ſtock enough to 
fill it; for there can be no diffi- 
culty in pronouncing, that coun- 
ſellors will have nothing to do; 
and judges, of courſe, will become - 
uſeleſs, I do not know whether 1 
this is agrecable to the wiſhes 
of the miniſter, or a part of his 
plan. 
ET. But, 
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But, to ſum up the whole 
what the poor frogs ſaid to the 


boys who were pelting them with 
ſtones, is perfectly applicable to 
the attornies and ſolicitors, proc- 
tors, and clerks in court, &c. & c, 


* It may be fun to you, 
e But it is death to us,” 


* 


FI NIV. 


” 


RI 

| or. 5 << Yi. 

a" 8 wy Fo ” 
Nan org Fe 


ut. © 
2 


r 


